[Expression of NM23-H(1) mRNA in acute leukemia].
To determine the expression of NM23-H(1) gene in acute leukemia(AL) and evaluate the relationship between NM23-H(1) expression and clinical features. Expression level of NM23-H(1) mRNA in bone marrow cells was determined in 82 acute leukemia patients and 15 normal subjects with semi-quantitative reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction(RT-PCR). NM23-H(1)/ GAP DH ratio >/= 0.5 was considered to be positive. NM23-H(1) mRNA was negative in all the 15 normal subjects. Expression of NM23-H(1) was positive in 43 of the 56 acute leukemia patients in the first visit, expression range being 0.33 approximately 2.75. There was one positive case in 12 AL patients with complete remission, expression range being 0 approximately 0.63,but there was no positive case in 6 AL patients who had maintained complete remission for more than 6 months, expression range being 0 approximately 0.27. Relapsed cases were all positive with an expression range of 0.76 approximately 1.87. NM23-H(1) expression in patients with initial and relapsed acute leukemia was higher than that in normal subjects (P < 0.01). Overexpression of NM23-H(1) mRNA can predict treatment outcome and may be an important prognostic factor.